Parson to Person
RomANS 11 PART 2

“I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not! For | also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham,
of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not cast away His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the
Scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel, saying, ‘LORD, they have killed Your prophets and torn
down Your altars, and | alone am left, and they seek my life’? But what does the divine response say to him? ‘I have
reserved for Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.” Even so then, at this present time
there is a remnant according to the election of grace. And if by grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace
is no longer grace. But if it is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work.

What then? Israel has not obtained what it seeks; but the elect have obtained it, and the rest were blinded.
Just as it is written: ‘God has given them a spirit of stupor eyes that they should not see and ears that they should
not hear, to this very day.” And David says: ‘Let their table become a snare and a trap, a stumbling block and a
recompense to them. Let their eyes be darkened, so that they do not see, and bow down their back always.’

I say then, have they stumbled that they should fall? Certainly not! But through their fall, to provoke them
to jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles. Now if their fall is riches for the world, and their failure riches for the
Gentiles, how much more their fullness!

For | speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as | am an apostle to the Gentiles, | magnify my ministry, if by any
means | may provoke to jealousy those who are my flesh and save some of them. For if their being cast away is the
reconciling of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is
also holy; and if the root is holy, so are the branches. And if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a
wild olive tree, were grafted in among them, and with them became a partaker of the root and fatness of the olive
tree, do not boast against the branches. But if you do boast, remember that you do not support the root, but the
root supports you.

You will say then, ‘Branches were broken off that | might be grafted in.” Well said. Because of unbelief they
were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear. For if God did not spare the natural branches,
He may not spare you either. Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity, but
toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off. And they also, if they do
not continue in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. For if you were cut out of the olive
tree which is wild by nature, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will
these, who are natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree?

For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your
own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And so all
Israel will be saved, as it is written: ‘The Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn away ungodliness from
Jacob; for this is My covenant with them, when | take away their sins.” Concerning the gospel they are enemies for
your sake, but concerning the election they are beloved for the sake of the fathers. For the gifts and the calling of
God are irrevocable. For as you were once disobedient to God, yet have now obtained mercy through their
disobedience, even so these also have now been disobedient, that through the mercy shown you they also may
obtain mercy. For God has committed them all to disobedience, that He might have mercy on all.

Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments
and His ways past finding out! ‘For who has known the mind of the LORD? Or who has become His counselor?’ ‘Or
who has first given to Him and it shall be repaid to him?’ For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to
whom be glory forever. Amen” (Romans 11:1-36 NKJV).

When David said, “Let their table become a snare before them, and their well-being a trap. Let their eyes be
darkened, so that they do not see; and make their loins shake continually. Pour out Your indignation upon them, and
let Your wrathful anger take hold of them. Let their dwelling place be desolate; let no one live in their tents. For they
persecute the ones You have struck, and talk of the grief of those You have wounded. Add iniquity to their iniquity,
and let them not come into Your righteousness. Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be written
with the righteous” (Psalm 69:22—-28 NKJV), he was offering his prayer of complaint against those who were unjustly
(and through wickedness) rejecting and persecuting him. Of interest to many Bible students is the fact that there is
of certainty a Messianic tone within the Psalm and (as | have mentioned many time before) many of the Psalms are



the written and recorded prayers of Jesus the Messiah breathed out by the Holy Spirit through the Psalmists—from
outside of time before the incarnation of Jesus.

The theme of the request is clearly pointed at Israel who having been greatly blessed by the Lord were
nonetheless rejecting His provisions and gracious care. Thus, “let their table become a snare” indicated that their
blessings would indirectly be the very trap they fell prey to. In another way of saying this, one could say, “let the
blessings they have received be a form of judgment.”

The prayer was answered (as were all of Jesus’ prayers). This is what Paul is describing here in Romans.
Moreover, there is a real but secondary application here in America.

America has been blessed of God in ways beyond comprehension and wherein we would write volumes to
record. Yet, for all this, America is under judgment and will suffer greater disciplines ahead. A nation whose history
records large numbers of God-fearing God-seeking persons has degraded (amidst blessing) into a country that has
replaced God the Creator with circumstantial spontaneous evolution—and teaches it to its children as science, has
deconstructed marriage and the family through a “sexual revolution” of feminism, gender neutralization, and
homosexuality by reassigning the roles of men and women, disregards life and murders its unborn making the womb
the most dangerous place in America—openly rejecting God Himself by doing these things. Men who believe they
are a cosmic accident also believe they have no one to answer to and thus see no need of repentance. Woe unto
those who while living in fullness have forsaken the God who blessed them.

The good news in all of this is that God has promised to restore Israel and will likewise restore men and
women who turn to Him in repentance over their unbelief and trust Him for salvation.

“Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments
and His ways past finding out!”

| love you all,

Pastor Paul



